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Called by the Spirit. Equipped to Serve. Sent to love all!
God’s Work. Our Hands. And Shoes!
Thank you generous members of St. Mark’s for
donating more than 105 pairs of children’s shoes for
Wholly Kicks Foundation. I will have the final number
soon. I will shop for the additional shoes at the start of
October. We exceeded our goal!!!
–Claudette Gilbert
Social Ministry Chair

We went from this…

…to this! Thank you for your generosity!

From the Desk of Pastor Bev Piro
Listening Posts are Done!
Six Listening Posts took place in the month of September, led by members of the Transition Team. Thank you to
all who participated. The Transition Team will give a summary report to the congregation on October 20
highlighting the information they have gathered through the Timeline study, the survey, and the Listening Posts.
All this information will be assembled into a report for Council and then used to complete the Ministry Site
Profile. When completed and turned into the Office of the Bishop, a Call Committee will be formed, hopefully in
early 2020.
Special thanks to our Sunday guest presenters. Guests were invited to speak on the primary outreach activities of
the congregation and the needs of the surrounding community. Pastor Tyg Taylor shared about poverty and
homelessness. Mary Feeney Francis from Lutheran Family Services shared about refugees, and Peter Severson from
the Office of the Bishop will share more about immigration and refugee services in early October. November will
bring our own Youth ministry and the presentation on Racism that they share with groups beyond our church and
community, as well as Pastor Leslie Welton from the Office of the Bishop to speak about the importance of Youth
Ministry and the various forms it takes in the 21st century. These are the three ministries in which St. Mark’s is
most engaged and holds as most important as reported in the recent survey. Poverty and homelessness;
immigration and refugees; youth outreach. How will St. Mark’s carry these into the next period under a new
pastor? Hold that in your prayers for the weeks and months to come.
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From the desk of the Director of Youth and
Family Ministry
Kinna Nordstrom
We’re back from maternity leave! I am still trying to get my blood pressure under control, but other than that,
Kobe and I are doing very well. Kobe was discharged from the hospital before I was, even though he was born preterm! He’s such a strong and sweet boy. We can’t wait for him to meet everyone on Sunday, October 6, when he
will be 8 weeks old! Kobe will be with me off and on during the week, and Sundays occasionally. Come say hello,
as long as you aren’t carrying icky germs! He’s too young to be sick! Thank you for your prayers!

One day old and over seven weeks old Kobe, our peanut

A huge thank you to Shannon, Michele, Fanus, and Mary for taking over for me while on maternity leave! Not only
did they take over OHANA chapel and youth group, but they helped to get youth registered for camp! We have
26 youth, 3 young adults, and 7 adults registered for the Fall Quest Retreat in Buena Vista on October 25–27. The
youth LOVE this camp, full of worship, skits, music, outside excursions, and delicious food.
The theme for this retreat is #blessed. What does it mean to be blessed? Jump on Instagram and you’ll see
#blessed everywhere you look. We as a society have become comfortably numb to the phrase. Join us at Frontier
Ranch as we take back the sacredness of the word blessed and explore what it means to receive God’s blessing and
carry it into the world to give to others.
If you are interested in sponsoring a youth for camp, the cost is $165 per
person. Families are asked to pay $65 per youth and apply for $50
scholarships through the camp. Then our youth group fundraising covers
the rest. Some families can't afford the $65, so they pay what they can.
The total cost for this trip is $5,445 for registration, plus a 12 passenger
van rental and gas for the 6 vehicles it takes to get us there! A donation of
any amount would be a huge gift for them! And as always, keep us in
your prayers for safe travels and a blessed weekend together!
October 2019
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SMLCW News
Mary Stephenson, President
The change in the season has taken place. Can you
feel the chill in the air and notice the days are
definitely getting shorter? Fall is such a beautiful
time, however we rarely have much time to enjoy it.

community, but every member of our church? Wow!
I for one feel so blessed knowing I am being prayed
for by these group of ladies. Thank God for your
prayers.

The RMSWO Fall Gathering took place in
Albuquerque, NM September 20–22. Unfortunately,
no one was able to attend from St. Mark’s, but we
know the sisters in Christ who traveled there had a
great time. More information will come through the
Women’s newsletter later this fall.

Your SMLCW Board will meet following the
worship service on Sunday, November 10 in the
church library for a brief time. The meeting will be
to finalize our party and program details.

Ruth Circle kicked off in September, and Mary
Circle will begin Tuesday, October 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Both groups meet in the church library, Ruth at 9:30
a.m. and Mary at 7:00 p.m. All ladies are welcome
to one or both Bible studies.
Our Quilters returned in September again to begin
making many useful quilts, lap blankets, and anything
requested. These loving hands not only get pricked
from pins but put lots of love into each and every
item they make. God bless you all!
The Prayer Group continues to meet Wednesday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the church library. Are you
aware they not only pray for the ill/homebound and

Our annual Christmas Party will take place on
Saturday, December 7 from 1:00–3:00 p.m. The
program is titled “Sweet Christmas” and will include
readings and singing Christmas carols. Refreshments
will be provided. Our benevolence will include
socks, gloves, or non-perishable food items for our
food pantry here at St. Mark’s. Yes, believe it or not,
people not only ask for food but also socks and
gloves. Mark your calendars now so you can
celebrate with your sisters in Christ helping to ring in
the Christmas season.
Cherish what God has given you and make each day
the best you possibly can. God is in control and
knows our every need. Aren’t we lucky?

October Blessings to All!

Church Together Ambassador Notes
Mary Katherine Smith
At this year’s Synod assembly, those who attended as voting members from congregations were commissioned to serve as
Church Together ambassadors, sharing news from the Rocky Mountain Synod with our home churches.
While we are all called to serve as bearers of the Good News of Christ, in the ELCA some individuals are specially called
to rostered ministry—either as deacons (Word and Service ministry) or pastors (Word and Sacrament ministry). Each
synod has a Candidacy Committee who works to identify people who have received this calling, to journey with
candidates through the discernment and education processes, and to assure that each person is fully prepared to serve. You
can learn more about the candidacy process at https://elcaseminaries.org/sem%C2%B7i%C2%B7nar%C2%B7y-noun/.

God of Wisdom, we pray for all candidates discerning and preparing for a call to ministry. Send your spirit to guide their journey
and learning. Grant wisdom and compassion to those who accompany candidates: candidacy committees, synod staff, seminary
faculty, family and friends. Amen.
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Harvest Festival 2019
Susan Saeugling
Our tenth annual Harvest Festival was a great evening for some good conversation, good soup, and a warm
evening that helped to remind us to be thankful for all our gardens have given us. We enjoyed eight different
varieties of soup, cheese, crackers and dinner rolls, and delicious desserts. It was much too windy to eat outside,
so thirty-two of us sat down in the West Room and enjoyed our evening together.

Thank You! The success of the evening was shared with all the help the Fellowship Team received. Thank you to
Ellie Weaver along with Claudette and Clark Gilbert for all the help with set up, and Bernette Douin who helped
long before we even started—thanks, Bernette, you’re the best. Thanks also to Ellie’s husband Jim, what a nice
surprise to have an extra set of hands, and thank you to Dorie's Abner who helped too with our set up. Thanks to
Michele Gohl, Mary Crum, Rose Kvern, Ann and Ken Barger, and all who pitched in to help with clean up. Most
of all thanks to all who came out to enjoy the evening and brought soup! For those who contributed to the
delicious meal: Ryan and Michele Gohl, Dorie Gerhardt and Abner Sanders, Joan Gustafson, Brian and Joan
Hodgson, Clark and Claudette Gilbert, Neil and Rose Kvern, Ellie Weaver, Bernette Douin, Carol Bath, Mary
Katherine Smith, and Rusty Bliss—thank you!
We may have been a small group, but I appreciate that for my second fellowship event that I was able to spend the
evening with my family here at St. Mark's. See you all next year at the eleventh annual Harvest Festival!

October 2019
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Council Corner
Council Highlights—September 10, 2019
In Pastor Bev’s absence, Claudette led the opening prayer.
Secretary, Treasurer, and Financial Secretary reports were reviewed and accepted.
Treasurer Bill Stephenson reported that St. Mark’s is actually $8,113.12 in the red. The pledges made by members
last October have not all been fulfilled and giving is several thousands of dollars behind budget. A notice will be
put in the bulletin and newsletter asking members to check their pledges and giving. The office can be contacted
for giving statements.
Council reviewed and approved the preliminary budget for 2020.
President’s Report
Pastor Bev has asked Ryan to share with council that we need to finalize distribution of preschool items and do a
general cleaning out of the church. Any school or anyone wanting items from the preschool need to pick them up.
Ryan will be meeting with Central Visitation concerning their rent and wanting office space.
Old Business
Shannon met with the Fire Department on placement of fire alarms. They recommended some alarms be placed on
the high beams in the sanctuary, but we don’t have ladders that reach that high. If we can’t find a bigger ladder, the
Fire Department said placing them lower is fine.
All the snow removal companies Ryan has contacted are booked up, so we are still looking for someone.
Pastor Bev is working with New Beginnings to set up a way for St. Mark’s to sponsor their ladies in the Crop
Walk.
New Business:
The semi-annual congregational meeting is scheduled for December 15 right after service.
Ryan brought in samples of wood laminate flooring that can be installed instead of carpeting. Council asked him to
get bids for buying and installing it. We have money from Serve Boldly and Thrivent to help pay for flooring.
It was suggested that we should paint before doing anything with the floor. We will need to ask the congregation
for help with getting the church painted.
Meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.

Sanctuary Church Webinar
Thursday, October 24, 5:00 p.m.— Rostered and lay leaders are
invited to a Zoom webinar with Bishop Gonia, Peter Severson,
and Mary Campbell (ELCA AMMPARO) to continue the
conversation around the ELCA’s decision to declare itself a sanctuary denomination. They share some history
of our immigration work, offer updates on current priorities, and address questions regarding sanctuary.
Read more at https://www.rmselca.org/sanctuary. Register at
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/18303623cf77903f8c34be5db4a05ad8 for the Webinar.
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Summarized Report of Income and Expenses
Submitted by Bill Stephenson, Treasurer
August, 2019
Current Month
Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income

Amount
$15,302.00
-$16,465.49
-$1,163.49

Year to Date
Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income

Amount
$124,026.09
-$132,139.21
-$8,113.12

BUDGET COMPARISON OF ENVELOPE OFFERING
Monthly Budget Amount
$13,718.63
Over/Under Budget

Actual Current
Month
$9,154.00
-$4,564.63

Budget Year to
Actual Year to
Date
Date
$109,749.04
$89,620.65
-$20,128.39

How are you doing on your pledge?
If you are not sure, contact the office for your current giving
versus what you pledged.

October is Stewardship Month at St. Mark’s
A proposed budget is included in this issue of the
Messenger. Look at it carefully and you will see that
expenses are projected to exceed income. Most line
items have no wiggle room and ministry areas are tight.
In 35+ years of ministry I’ve never been in a place where
this hasn’t been the case. However, with prayerful work
and commitment to the ministry of the church, the Holy
Spirit will guide our budget and stewardship process just
as it always has. If you look back at congregation
minutes from 40 years ago, the story was the same at St.
Mark’s: a ministry plan that required members and
friends to Step Up to the next level in giving. That is not a
bad thing. It means that we need to continually stretch
to do what God has called us to do. How and how much
will you Step Up in 2020?

October 2019
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Proposed 2020 Budget
ST MARKS LUTHERAN CHURCH
PROPOSED BUDGET 2020
Contingent on receiving needed pledges to support it.
INCOME:
Church Income
4011.01
4013.01
4010.01
41500

Offering Envelopes
Loose Offering
Rentals, Indon., Jerusalem,Womens AA, etc)
Services (Other Income, includes Altar Flowers))

$164,623.55
$10,500.00
$15,500.00
$0.00
$190,623.55

$181,456.55
$6,000.00
$14,000.00
$2,700.00
$204,156.55

$300.00
$150.00
$250.00
$700.00

$500.00
$100.00
$200.00
$800.00

$50.00

$25.00

Youth
Aurora Interfaith
Prison Ministry(New Beginnings)
Family Assistance
Homeless/Social Ministry
Rocky Mountain Synod-ELCA
Total 61400 - Charitable Contributions

$375.00
$500.00
$200.00
$250.00
$675.00
$2,400.00
$4,400.00

$375.00
$500.00
$200.00
$250.00
$675.00
$2,400.00
$4,400.00

5265.01 - Church Spending
5242.01
5206.01
5205.01
5040.01
5240.01
Total 5265.01 - Church Spending

$200.00
$300.00
$700.00
$2,000.00
$100.00
$3,300.00

$200.00
$300.00
$1,000.00 (2)
$2,000.00
$100.00
$3,600.00

Total Church Income
EXPENSES:
60000 - Advertising and Promotion
5235.01
Daily Devotions
5239.01
Evangelism
66600
Printing and Reproduction
Total 60000 Advertising and Promotion
60400 - Bank Service Charges
61400-Charitable Contributions

Fellowship
Organist's Substitute
Pastor's Substitute
Pastoral Call Expenses
Stewardship

61700 - Computer and Internet Expenses

$700.00 (4)

62500 - Dues and Subscriptions

$1,000.00 (3)

5246.01 - Education
5247.01
61800

Continuing Education(Incl. Parish Ed., Library)
Conferences and Meetings
(Incl Synod Asmbly & Theological Conference)

63300 - Insurance
5236.01
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$1,250.00
$1,050.00
$2,300.00
$14,000.00

Music

$300.00

$1,250.00
$1,600.00
$2,850.00
$14,700.00 (1)
$300.00

The Messenger

66000 - Payroll Expenses
5200.01
5215.01
5217.01
5219.01
5201.01
5202.01
5203.01
5221.01
5222.01
Total 66000 - Payroll Expenses

Pastor's Salary
Pastor's Benefits/Pension
Pastor's Soc. Security Allow
Pastor's Auto & Professional Expenses
Office Manager Salary
Choir Director Salary
Organist Salary
Worker's Compensation
Payroll Taxes

66500 - Postage and Delivery
66700 - Professional Fees
5277.01

Accounting and Bookkeeping

67200 - Repairs and Maintenance
5270.01
Computer Maintenance
5204.01
Custodial Service
5267.01
Grounds Care
5264.01
Office Equip Repairs
5269.01
Repair Reserve
5263.01
Routine Building Maint.
5268.01
Trash Service
Total - 67200 Repairs and Maintenance

$57,225.00
$17,299.84
$4,377.71
$1,100.00
$23,000.00
$4,831.00
$6,320.00
$1,100.00
$5,520.00
$120,773.55

$57,225.00
$17,299.84
$4,377.71
$1,100.00
$25,560.00 10% Inc., (7)
$4,927.00 2% Increase
$6,446.00 2% Increase
$1,100.00
$5,771.00
$123,806.55

$1,500.00

$1,100.00

$5,250.00

$5,250.00

$400.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$6,000.00
$3,000.00
$1,000.00
$900.00
$18,300.00

$0.00 Move to 61700
$6,600.00
$2,000.00
$6,000.00
$3,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,100.00
$20,700.00

5259.01 - Supplies
5266.01
5232.01
5231.01
5233.01
5234.01
5271.01
5272.01

Custodial Supplies
Kitchen Supplies
Office Supplies
Worship Supplies(Incl Offering Env.)
Church Service Supplies(Altar Flowers)
Grounds Care Supplies
Building Maintenance Supplies

5260.01
5262.01
5261.01

Gas & Electricity
Telephone
Water and Sewer

Total - Supplies

$1,000.00
$150.00
$1,700.00
$2,000.00
$0.00
$500.00
$500.00
$5,850.00

$600.00
$325.00
$1,700.00
$2,000.00
$3,300.00 (6)
$100.00
$900.00
$8,925.00

$9,500.00
$2,200.00
$2,200.00
$13,900.00

$10,500.00
$3,000.00 (5)
$2,500.00
$16,000.00

68600- Utilities

TOTAL EXPENSE

$190,623.55
Difference

$204,156.55
6.6%

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Note 1: Estimated increase.
Note 5: Telephone, cost increases from Comcast.
Note 2: Pr. Bev will be gone multiple Sundays in Nov and Dec.
Also may be needed to fill gap between Interim and Permanent Pastor.

Note 6: Altar Flowers Expense not budgeted previously. Member giving
treated as income thru Services, so expense should be budgeted

Note 3: Should have been budgeted previously
but was not. Largely Intuit fees, software license, etc

Note 7: Skills level, responsibilities for Building & Grounds. Due to
lack of council rep for that position.

Note 4: Computer & Internet expenses, no need for 2 accounts.
Combine 5270.01 into 61700. Will include maintenance/repairs

October 2019
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Parish Education
Dorie Gerhardt
Here we are in this most glorious time of year God
has provided for us. We are in the midst of Bronco
season, college football, and reaping the rewards of
our harvest. As individuals and as a community of
faith, we have many blessings for which to be
grateful. God provides well for us.
I’m by no means saying that football, food, and fun
are the only blessings we have to be grateful for; no,
absolutely not. At the top of my list of blessings you
will find faith, family, and friends. With faith is
also listed my gratitude for our Adult Faith formation
class. This past summer our class explored the
meaning of the trinity in Richard Rohr’s book The
Divine Dance. And with great excitement we explored
the meaning of scripture in Rachel Held Evans’ book,
Inspired. On this journey Ms. Evans transported us
from origin stories to the woman at the well, and
many more stops, using poetic verbiage that brought
life to Scripture. With the reading as inspiration and
Pastor Bev’s thought-provoking questions, the class
conversations were at times “mind boggling.” What a
blessing the class and its members are to one another.

I would be remiss if I didn’t add the youth of our
congregation as a blessing. The young people that
make up our Children’s Chapel and Ohana Family
are indeed a blessing to our community of faith. As I
have previously written, the youth are currently
using the “Echo the Story” series in Chapel. The Echo
series is taking the youth through the Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation. For me personally, it’s an
honor and a privilege to work with these wonderful
young people. In Chapel there’s always good
conversation. On many Sundays the conversation is
so riveting, we lose track of time to come back into
worship. Little do they know, I feel I learn as much
from them. They are wise in ways they’re not even
aware. It’s heartwarming to hear kids talk about
Scripture. For many of the youth, Chapel has been
their introduction to not only Scripture, but to
church. If working with these children and having
them in our community of faith is not a blessing, then
what is? After all it was Jesus who said, “Bring the
children unto me, for they are like the kingdom of
heaven.” Matthew 19:14

Adult Faith Formation Class will take a brief hiatus
while the members of the transition team hold their
“Listening Posts” during this time after worship. It’s
important for everyone to participate in this activity.
Adult Faith Formation will resume after the New Year.

My prayer for this beautiful time of year is may we
thank our most gracious God for all He provides, and
may He grant us the strength to walk in His way and
do His will. May we count our blessings with joy and
thanksgiving now and forever. Amen.

Notes from the Office
Directory Updates
The new photo directories have been ordered; we are awaiting our proof
first, and once that is approved, we should receive our order in a few weeks.
Each family who had a photo included will receive a copy; there will be
limited additional copies ordered for distribution to those who did not have a
photo included.
Please submit any corrections, updates, or additions to Mary Katherine in the
office by either leaving a note in her box or e-mailing them to:
admin@StMarksAurora.org.
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Community News
News From AICS
There has been plenty of exciting news from Aurora
Interfaith Community Services
(AICS) this month. While you can
read more information in their
monthly newsletter posted on the
bulletin board outside the sanctuary, some highlights
include:
• AICS is working with Arapahoe County Human
Services in partnering with Care-Portal to help
local children and families in crisis. If you would
like to learn more, you can email Mike Worley at
mike@BeautifulRedemption.com or call AICS at
303-360-9938.
• The first mobile Pet Pantry event in August was a
success and will be held again in October on the
8th to help families in need with food for their
pets.

• AICS is seeking candidates to fill the role of
executive director as Dr. Judith Barrow is
retiring from this position after 11 years.
•
AICS’s annual gala is
scheduled for November 15 with
more information to come soon.
AICS Wish List
If you wish to donate funds, you can do so at
www.AuroraInterfaithCommunityServices.org. For
in-kind donations, please call 303-360-9939 to verify
hours when they can receive your gifts at their
building at 1553 Clinton St.
• Clothing Bank Needs: coats in all sizes for
children and adults; new socks and underwear;
diapers in sizes 5–6
• Food Bank Needs: canned fruit and vegetables,
peanut butter, ready-to-eat meals, soup, cereal

Free Space Heaters

A Note from Home

Sally Lynch has two small, oilfilled, moveable radiators that
she doesn’t need any longer and
she would like to give them to
someone who can utilize them.
Please talk to Sally if you are
interested.

“When Mary Katherine called to inquire if I wanted
to be on the homebound list, I finally had to admit to
myself I do belong there. Both my husband and I are
finding it more difficult each day to get around. My
energy level is very low so getting ready is a bit
difficult. I am thankful that neither of us have aches
and pains to deal with, just the COPD. I do miss my
St. Mark’s family but for now will just keep you all in
my thoughts and prayers. Hugs to all!” –Colleen
Graham

Seeking Housing
Member Jeff Martin is seeking new living
arrangements, such as a room in a shared house or
apartment. He has good references and is willing to
help with household maintenance tasks. Please
contact him at 303-419-4622 to discuss further.
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Thank you
Thank you so much for prayers, cards, and well
wishes while Bill was hospitalized and since his
discharge. We appreciate continued prayers for
healing as this will be a long process of recovery. God
is good! –The Stephenson family
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Events

Augustana Arts—Intermezzo!
With the help of the Ars Nova Singers, the Stratus
Chamber Orchestra will perform for you magnificent
and famous music written specifically to connect:
Intermezzo from Mascagni’s Cavaleria Rusticana and
Puccini’s Humming Chorus from Madama Butterfly.
Performances are: –Friday, Oct. 4, 7:30 p.m. at 1st
Plymouth Congregational Church; –Saturday, Oct.
5, 7:30 p.m. at Augustana Lutheran Church; and –
Sunday, Oct. 6, 4:00 p.m. at First United Methodist
Church (Boulder). For more information and to buy
tickets, see https://augustanaarts.org/buy-tickets/.

Not a Chow Hall Gala
This year’s Chow Hall Gala to support New
Beginnings unfortunately is a no go.
But here’s the good news: now you can simply sit at
home, get comfy and still make a positive impact on
this life-giving ministry.
Donations from the Chow Hall Gala comprise over
15% of the New Beginnings annual budget. We ask
that you please consider making a donation to help us
through the rest of 2019—and you don’t even need
to put on your finery and come out!
Thank you, longtime loyal New Beginnings
supporters, as well as new friends of the ministry.
Please look forward to news of upcoming events on
our website or in your church newsletter.
Donations can be made at newbeginningswc.org or
by mail to: New Beginnings c/o The Lutheran
Center, 7375 Samuel Drive, Denver, CO 80221
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Urban Servant Corps’ Let's Eat!
The Urban Servant Corps invites you to...
LET'S EAT! + 10th Anniversary of Executive
Director, Krista Kilgus
Thursday, October 10 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Roof Top Garden at The Gathering Place
1535 High St.
Denver, CO
At Urban Servant Corps, we believe that people need
people—and it is in community that we are able to
live more simple, faithful lives that are in service to
others. As a way of expressing our mission and a
human tendency to gather around food, we invite
you to our LET’S EAT event!
You will have the opportunity to bid on speciallythemed dinner parties and sample bites from the
menus for you to EAT!
A handful of restaurant gift cards will be available for
bidding at the event. Our goal is to raise the
budgeted amount our full-time volunteers are given
for groceries for a year so they can EAT! Also, it’s
the 10th Anniversary of Krista Kilgus serving as USC’s
Executive Director. Let’s celebrate (and EAT)!
For more information and to buy tickets, go to
https://urbanservantcorps.networkforgood.com/ev
ents/15642-let-s-eat
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Women of the ELCA
Registration for the Gathering 2020 is open!
Registration for the Gathering 2020 in Phoenix, Ariz.,
July 16-19, is open. You can learn more and register online

at https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page.
Early-bird registration is $325 through January 6, 2020.
After that, registration is $375. Day registration is $200.

Please Keep in Your Prayers
We welcome your requests for prayers for persons in need or prayers of thanksgiving for blessings received. Please note that
prayer requests will remain on the list for four Sundays; a request may be extended by contacting the church office.
Recent hospitalizations, illnesses, and
concerns:

For homebound members and
friends:

Doreen Goldsberry (Doris Seline’s daughter, breast cancer)
Tina (Karen Arensen’s sister, test results)
Colleen Graham (recovery from intestinal surgery)
Bill Stephenson (recovery from infection)
Sharon Osborn (recovery from back surgery)
Chuck Martell, II (Lou and Bubbles’ son, heart issues)
Jean (Jackie Kirk’s sister, cancer)
Karen Arensen (hip replacement surgery recovery)

Lillian Ripper
Collie Kandt
George and Anna Devers
Arlene Selk
Gerry Redlin
Clare Pankratz
Mark Heflin
Don Snook and Trish Kulp

For the faithful departed and those who mourn:
Family of Susan Twomey (wife of West Twomey)

For those diagnosed with cancer or long-term illness:
Jeanell Carlson-Bjorkman (former member, post-cancer
removal treatments)
Lisa Wild (friend of Patty Costello, kidney cancer)
Cindy Lenzen (Doris Seline’s daughter, health)
Ruth Lenzen (Cindy’s sister, back surgery)
Rich Rusk, Sr. (COPD)
Isaiah Daniels (Ollie Daniels’ grandson, deployed to Kuwait)
Darrell Hesselius (incurable health problem)
Brian Hodgson (health)
Pastor Matthew Weber (physical rehab)
Sandy Day (health)
Jeff (Hugo Redlin’s son, health)
Jeff Martin (health)
Rick Parsons (friend of Diana Ratliff, cancer)
Cogie Elzea (sister of Sara Jensen, health)
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Christine Slape (friend of Brian Hodgson, cancer)
Kevin Dominguez (son of Mary Ann Dominguez, health
issues)
Luci Stephenson (Bill Stephenson’s mother, health concerns)
Ollie Daniels (pain and breathing problems)
Vivian Ryden (Anne Barger’s mother)
Sally Lynch (breathing issues)
Marie Calaway (mother of Karen Arensen, in hospice care)
Ann Howell (cancer maintenance treatments)
Patrick Stephenson (cancer maintenance)
Doug Benson (health)
Nancy (sister of Dorie Gerhardt, health)
Roxanne Knutson (serious pain)
Jim Ekberg (cousin of Chris Elbert, health)
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WORSHIP LIFE AT ST. MARK’S
October 2019
Sunday, October 6, 2019 ~ 17th Sunday after Pentecost
A little faith goes a long way is our Lord’s point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth has miraculous potential.
The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in water and the word
(holy baptism), bread and wine (holy communion), the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate
them. Receive them with thanksgiving.
Sunday, October 13, 2019 ~ 18th Sunday after Pentecost
* Second Sunday of the month – food collection for St. Mark’s Pantry and Aurora Interfaith Community Services

It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. The body and blood of Jesus in holy
communion have made us clean. We have died with Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have returned
to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news.
Sunday, October 20, 2019 ~ 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is the encouragement of the Christ of the gospel today. Persistence in our
every encounter with the divine will be blessed. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again.
Come regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.
Sunday, October 27, 2019 ~ Reformation Sunday
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good news—that makes us free! We
pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to the world. In
the waters of baptism we are made one body; we pray for the day that all Christians will also be one at the Lord’s
table.

Winter Weather Policy Reminder
As most anyone who has lived in Colorado knows, with fall comes the possibility
for snow. As a reminder, this is the Winter Weather Policy that the
Congregational Council adopted in March of this year:
Weekdays: If Aurora Public Schools are closed, all church activities are
cancelled.
Sundays: Five or more inches of snow by 10 p.m. Saturday night will
automatically cancel Sunday services. If the City of Denver or Aurora issue an alert
advising non-emergency personnel to remain off the roads, all church activities
including worship will be cancelled. Closings will be posted on 9News.
Phone Tree If you do not have email and wish to be added to a phone tree for
contact when the church is closed due to inclement weather, please contact the
church office at 303-366-9702 with your name and preferred phone number.
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Happy Birthday!
Oct. 2

Ella Weaver
Sonny Pethan
Mark Heflin

Oct. 6

Alicia Lopez

Oct. 7

Carol Bath
Sergio Dominguez

Oct. 8

Chelsea Thompson
Andraine Sinaga

Oct. 16

Stefanus Tampubolon
Steven Tampubolon
Andrea Sinaga

Oct. 19

Randy Jensen

Oct. 23

Les Ortt
Esther Rusk
Christina Nicodemus

Oct. 27

Sandy Lambert

Oct. 29

Ingrid Lindemann
Austin Nicodemus

Nov. 4

Antoni Sinaga

Happy Anniversary!!
Antoni & Rohani Sinaga

October 3, 1998

Worship Service Schedule - October 2019
As of time of publication; subject to change
Communion Assistants:

Lector:

6th–27th: Ellie Weaver
6th: Terri Maniscalco
13th: Mary Katherine Smith
20th–27th: Clark Gilbert

6th & 20th: Clark Gilbert
13th & 27th: Lue Martell

Greeter:

Assisting Ministers:

Ellie Weaver

6th: Mary Katherine Smith
13th: Patty Costello
20th: Richard Schnier
27th: Sara Jensen

Ushers
Brian Hodgson
Ryan and Tyler Gohl
Carlos\Rolando Ferrufino

Weekly Attendance
September 2019
September 1st

61

September 8th

73

September 15th 57
September 22nd 77
September 29th 73

If you are willing to serve as a greeter, lector, and/or communion assistant for some Sundays in November or
December, please notify the church office of your interest and preferred dates.

October 2019
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
111 Del Mar Circle
Aurora, CO 80011

Phone: 303-366-9702
Website: www.stmarksaurora.org
Email: admin@stmarksaurora.org

Called by the Spirit.
Equipped to Serve. Sent to love all!

If you wish to change how you receive our monthly newsletter The Messenger—whether it is via email or hard copy (either by picking up
at the church or by receipt in the postal mail system)—please email admin@stmarksaurora.org or call the church office 303-366-9702.

October 2019
Highlights

St. Mark’s Council
Members

8th

Council Meeting

Ryan Gohl—President

OPEN—Building/Grounds

13th

St. Francis Sunday

Bill Stephenson—Treasurer

Shannon Walsh-Vermaas—Youth

27

Reformation/
Stewardship
Celebration Sunday

Patty Costello—Financial
Secretary

Dorie Gerhardt—Parish
Ed/Women

Ellie Weaver—Secretary

Terri Maniscalco—Stewardship

th

Claudette Gilbert—Social Concerns/ Fellowship
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