
 

   

 

First Sunday of Advent 

Image: Moon and stars stained glass. © iStock/KentWeakley. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

November 28, 2021 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
 

P = Pastor, A = Assistant, C = Congregation 
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal   WOV = With One Voice hymnal 

“+” in the bulletin indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able 
 

Service of  Holy Communion – ELW Setting Five 
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 GATHERING 

+Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders,  

who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 
C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence for reflection. 

P God for whom we wait, 

C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 

 You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.  

C Amen. 

+Lighting the Advent Wreath  

L We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of  

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, 

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 

with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our 

hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 

coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C Amen. 
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 +Gathering Hymn 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1–2) ELW 257 

+Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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+Kyrie 



 

 5 

 

+Hymn of Praise 

Cantor to sing two times 

+Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Urgent God, breaking through the static to speak to our hearts: 
disarm our love of control and shake the silent heavens to reveal your dawn-
ing glory, judging all in the light of love; through Jesus Christ, the one who is 
to come. 

C Amen. 
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 WORD 
 

First Scripture  Jeremiah 33:14–16 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteous-

ness.” 
 

L Holy wisdom, holy word. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 25:1–10  

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

My God, I put my trust in you; let me 

not be put to shame,  

nor let my enemies triumph over 

me. 

Let none who look to you be put to 

shame; rather let those be put to 

shame who are treacherous. 

Show me your ways, O Lord,  

and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for 

you are the God of my salvation; in 

you have I trusted all the day long. 

Remember, O Lord, your  

compassion and love,  

for they are from everlasting. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and 

my transgressions; remember me ac-

cording to your steadfast love and for 

the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

You are gracious and upright, O 

Lord;  

therefore you teach sinners in your 

way. 

You lead the lowly in justice  

and teach the lowly your way. 

All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast 

love and faithfulness  

to those who keep your covenant 

and your testimonies.  
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TEXT
 
L
C

+Gospel Acclamation 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

+Gospel  Luke 21:25–36  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 

faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of 

the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ 

with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up 

and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 

sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 

near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpect-

edly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 

alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things 

that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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Hymn of the Day 
 Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying ELW 436 

Sermon Pastor Nic Leither 
We hear God’s Word as it is spoken in the preaching. 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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+Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
continues on next page Hymn of the Day on next page
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+Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with these or similar words: 
Peace be with you. 

 

MEAL 

+Prayers of Intercession 
Assisting Minister: God, in your mercy,  
Congregation: Hear our prayer. 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

+Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray. 

 God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our 

lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet 

you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C Amen. 

+The Great Thanksgiving 
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+Preface 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,… 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

+Sanctus 



  

 12 

 
+Eucharistic Prayer 
P Holy one, Mystery of winter skies,…  

…Holy Spirit that breathes new life still. 

C Amen. 

+Lord’s Prayer 

P 

C 
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+Communion 
P Come to Christ’s banquet. 

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

Lamb of God 

Communion Hymn on next page 

Communion Hymn on next page
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Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep 

you in his grace. 
C Amen. 

Communion Hymn 
 What Feast of Love ELW 487 
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A Let us pray. 
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of 
mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest 

C Amen. 

Announcements 
 

SENDING 

+Blessing 
P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ ☩ Jesus for whom we wait  
C Amen. 

Sending Hymn on next page   
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+Sending Hymn 
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  ELW 244 
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+Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Christ is near.  

C Thanks be to God. 

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augs-
burg Fortress Liturgies Annual License. 
Prayer of the Day and Eucharistic Prayer are from Prayers for an Inclusive Church ©2009 Shakespeare, Steven. Church Publishing, New 
York, NY 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
All hymns reprinted under One License’s annual license number A-727594 for Aug 24, 2021–Aug 23, 2022. 
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Announcements 

 

St. Mark’s needs your financial support no less than your prayers and concern for 

one another. You can mail your offerings to the church. You can also give electroni-

cally, via Tithe.ly, at http://bit.ly/St-Marks-Tithely.  

Weekly Enews If you are not already receiving our Weekly Enews email sent out 

via MailChimp on Thursdays, please provide your email address to the church and 

we will add you to our mailing list for our primary means of communication 

throughout the week. 

http://bit.ly/St-Marks-Tithely
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 OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH: 
We welcome your requests for prayers for persons in need or prayers of thanksgiving for blessings received. 
Please note that prayer requests will remain on the list for four Sundays; a request may be extended by con-
tacting the church office. 

 
For the faithful departed and those who mourn: 
   Family of Palma Kruger Family of Ellyana Edaku Sinaga (Tony’s sister)  
   Family of Frank Sanchez (Roxanne Knutson’s coworker)  

For those with ongoing concerns: 

 
In the interest of keeping concerns timely, all prayer requests more than a year old without a recent update have been 

removed from under Ongoing Concerns.  
If someone you care about is still in need of prayer, please submit a new prayer request/update. 

 

Recent hospitalizations, illnesses, and 

concerns: 
John Alan Elzea (Sara Jensen’s nephew,  

physical rehab after being struck by a car)  
Amie Walson Riggs (Sara Jensen’s friend, 

recovery from back surgery)  
Michelle and Christian Quintana (friends of 

Marita Rember, in ICU for COVID-19)  
Chris Prillwitz (back & knee pain, cancer)  
Jean Rose (medical tests)  
Rhonda Nimerichter Matsumoto (surgery com-

plications)  

For homebound members and 

friends: 
Gil Bliss (skin cancer treatments)  
George Devers Colleen Graham 
James & Marie Hughes Palma Kruger 
Christel Loftesness Les and Diana Ortt 
Dorothy Parker Gerry Redlin 
Daphne Remington Arlene Selk 
Vernita Wild Don Snook & Trish Kulp 

Lucy Woodall (Pastor Nic’s grandmother-in-law)  

Nancy Larson (Gilberts’ friend, West Nile)  
Anne Hermanson (friend of church, brain tumor)  
Alice Thurlow (health and physical rehab)  
Jay Coyle (Ellie Weaver’s son’s father-in-law, bladder cancer)  
Doug Benson (health)   
Jared Elvir and family  
Steve Brelsford (Bob’s son, stroke recovery)  
Greg Kimball (Ann Howell’s husband, breathing 

health and cancer treatments)  
Jeff Martin (health)  
The Pulido and Nava families  

Gene (physical rehab for partial paralysis, Joan 
Gustafson’s son-in-law)  

Karl Feller (chronic lymphatic leukemia)  

Ollie Daniels (pain/breathing issues)  
Irene Seelmeyer (at home physical rehab)  
Sally Lynch (pain & breathing issues)  
Cesar Lomeli & Alvaro Cassillas Garcia 

(nephew & friend of Laura Garcia, missing)  
Ele Lopeman (health)  
Kevin Gustafson (back pain)  
Brian Hodgson (long-term recovery, heart surgery)  
Monaliza Abdo (Chris Prillwitz’s friend, health) 
Lydia Scott (cancer) 
Patrick Stephenson (melanoma reoccurrence) 
Rose Kvern (health) 
Judith Graham (Quai Barker’s mother, cancer) 
Jeff (Hugo Redlin’s son, health)  

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God
WHO in celebration of _

If you wish to sponsor flowers to commemorate a special occasion,

church office.
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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

111 Del Mar Circle, Aurora CO 80011 
Called by the Holy Spirit.  Equipped to serve.  Sent to love all! 

Important Information About St. Mark’s 

Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m. 

Office: 303-366-9702 Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. M–Th  
Website: www. stmarksaurora.org E-mail: admin@stmarksaurora.org 

Pastor: Nic Leither E-mail: pastor@stmarksaurora.org 

 For pastoral emergencies call: 320-220-1384 

Youth & Family Minister: Kinna Kemp E-mail: MissKinna.cyf@gmail.com 

 Phone: 303-889-9844 

 

If you are in need of help, be it spiritual or in physical resources, please share your need 

with the church and we will help you as best as we can during this challenging time. 

Assisting with Worship: 
Pastor Nic Leither 
Pianist Sara Jensen 
Assisting Minister Mary Katherine Smith 
Lector Mary Katherine Smith 
Acolyte Clark Gilbert 
Advent Wreath Lighting Clark and Claudette Gilbert 
Ushers Clark and Claudette Gilbert 
Sound Engineer Bill Stephenson 
Assisting with Virtual Worship Laura Garcia Mary Katherine Smith  
Cameras Matthew/Abi Napitupulu 

mailto:admin@stmarksaurora.org
mailto:pastor@stmarksaurora.org
mailto:stmsyouthdirector3@gmail.com

