19th Sunday After Pentecost

and Celebration of Season of Creation

October 4, 2026

Service of Holy Communion —ELW Setting 4 with music

Image: Church Art Online. All rights reserved.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, ELCA
Called by the Holy Spirit. Equipped to serve. Sent to love alll



WELCOME TO ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

WELCOME! 1t is good to be together for worship today.

—We ask all in attendance to please sign in on the clipboard by the front door as this helps

our office with attendance record keeping. If you are a visitor, please also complete one of
our blue welcome cards and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher, as we want
to come to know you better.

—We stand quite often during our service; please feel free to remain seated as necessary.

—Worship Aids: Please ask an usher if you need a listening device to assist with hearing the
service, or a large-print bulletin for those with reduced vision. We also have special earbuds,
that work with the TimeKettle app you can install on your phone for free, to translate the
service into other languages; we have simple bulletins in Spanish too.

—Bibles: There are Bibles in every pew; the translation in the pew (Good News) is different
from what is printed in the bulletin and read by the lector INRSVue).

—Offering: Those who wish to give cash or check donations are invited to secure your gift
in an offering envelope (please provide at least your name on the envelope) and place the
envelope in the collection plate located at the back of the sanctuary as we enter. If you wish

to wait to give following the service, a second collection plate will remain in OF e T )
the back following the bringing forth of the offerings during the service. :;:I :ia
You may also give electronically, via Tithe.ly, at bit.ly/St-Marks-Tithely Eﬁ\? -'q;:.;

or by scanning this QR code:  [=]ugt"%

—Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ given with the bread
and wine for the forgiveness of sin and strengthening of faith. All visitors are welcome at the
Lord’s Table. Grape juice (white) and gluten-free wafers are available. We also provide pre-
packaged communion sets, available at the entry to the church, for those who prefer a
reduced-contact experience. LA/ who proceed to the railing for communion are encouraged to make use of
the available hand sanitizer to help us keep each other healthy.

—All are invited for coffee and fellowship after worship.

—Please turn off or silence your cell phones during worship. Thank youl!


http://bit.ly/St-Marks-Tithely

GATHERING

+Confession and Forgiveness
Al may matke the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who pours love into our hearts and

healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Stlence for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through I Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of

eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

P = Pastor, V = Vicar, A = Assistant, C = Congregation
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal ACS = All Creation Sings hymnal
“+» in the bulletin indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able



+Gathering Hymn

Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Earth and All Stars ELW 731
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, Ilute, and Iyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers! 2
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple! a2
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers! 2
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Sing to the Lord a  new song! -
Sing to the Lord a  new song! o
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Sing to the Lord a  new song! 2 2
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I too  sing prais - es with a  new song!

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



+Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

+Season of Creation Litany read responsively
P Let us bless God, who created heaven and earth.

C Our Creator’s name be praised.

P God blessed them, and God said to them,

C “Be fruitful and multiply

P and fill the earth and subdue it

C and have dominion over the fish of the sea

P and over the birds of the air

C and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

(Genesis 1:28)

P You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the

river of God is full of water.

C You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

P You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;

C with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

P You crown the year with your goodness,

C and your paths overflow with plenty.

p May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,

C and the hills be clothed with joy.

P May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain;

C let them shout for joy and sing.

(Psalm 65:9-13, ELW)

P Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life,

C bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb
through the middle of the street of the city.

P On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month,
C and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

(Revelation 22:1-2)



+Hymn of Praise

Morning Has Broken ELW 556
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I Momn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn -  ing;
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine is  the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing,
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black-bird  has spo - ken like the first bird.
like the  first dew - fall on the first grass.
born  of  the one light E - den saw play!
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev - 'ty morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from  the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new  day!

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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+Prayer of the Day

P
C
P

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O God, and save your good creation. The earth groans in
travail. Forests fall, oceans rise, crops fail. The air is thick with so much
burning. Free us from the powerful who destroy the air, water, and land.
Frustrate their violence, expose their lies, overthrow their schemes. Pour out
over the earth justice that rolls down like water to nourish the life of the
world. Preserve the health of your beloved creation especially the Platte, and
the Colorado Rivers, the Rocky Mountains and the high plains. Strengthen
those who serve and protect the garden of this earth. Restore the choir of
your creatures and let us sing for joy. Gather us at your river, under the tree of
life. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth; in the name of the
one who from a wounded tree birthed a new creation, Jesus our redeemer.

Amen.

WORD

First Scripture ¢ Isaiah 5:1-7
See first page of October 4 Celebrate

L
C

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:7-15
See second page of October 4 Celebrate; chanted responsively using Tone 1, no refrain
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.



Second Scripture ¢ Philippians 3:4b-14
See third page of October 4 Celebrate

L Holy wisdom, holy word.

C Thanks be to God.

+Gospel Acclamation

ELW S151a, p. 151
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

+Gospel ¢ Matthew 21:33—46

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 215t chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
See third page of October 4 Celebrate

p The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

We hear God’s Word as it is spoken in the preaching.
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

+Hymn of the Day

There in God's Garden

Vicar Laura Garcia Villalpando
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1 There in God’s gar - den
2 Its name is Je
3 Thorns not its own
4 See how its branch - es

stands the Tree
that says, “Our
tan - gled in

ELW 342
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - fring;
our greed has starved fit, our de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, Yye wea - ry!
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Tree of all knowl -  edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - r1OwW, I will give  bless - ing.”
5 This is my ending 6 All heav’n is singing,
this my resurrection; “Thanks to Christ whose passion
into your hands, Lord, offers in mercy
I commit my spirit. healing, strength, and pardon.
This have I searched for; Peoples and nations,
now I can possess it. take it, take it freely!”
This ground is holy. Amen! My Master!

Text: Kirdly Imre von Pécselyi, ¢. 1590—c. 1641, tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982

Music: SHADES MouUNTAIN, K. Lee Scott, b. 1950

Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

+Apostles’ Creed Credo Apostodlico
Please feel welcome to recite in the language of your preference.
I believe in God, the Father Creo en Dios Padre todopoderoso,
almighty, creador del cielo y de la tierra.

creator of heaven and earth. continued next page
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only

Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was
buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of
the Father,

and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Creo en Jesucristo, su unico Hijo,

nuestro Sefior.

Fue concebido por obra del
Espiritu Santo y nacié de la
Virgen Maria.

Padecié bajo el poder de Poncio
Pilato, fue crucificado, muerto, y
sepultado.

Descendiod a los muertos. Al
tercer dia resucito, subid a los
cielos,

y esta sentado a la diestra del
Padre.

Volvera para juzgar a los vivos y a
los muertos.

Creo el Espiritu Santo, la santa

iglesia catdlica,

la comunion de los santos, el
perdon de los pecados,

la resurreccion del cuerpo, y la
vida eterna. Amén.

+Prayers of Intercession
See last page of October 4 Celebrate

Assisting Minister:  Hear us, O God.
Congregation: Your mercy is great.

+Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you.
C And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with these or similar words:
Peace be with you.



MEAL

Offering

Offerings provide the primary means of support for the ministry of this congregation and its ontreach
to the community. As God has been generous with you in all things, so you should be generous to
others. “I'hey are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share.” -1 Timothy 6:18

+Offertory Hymn

Christ, Our Peace ACS 1037
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Christ, our peace, you break down the walls that di- vide us;
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: CHRIST, OUR PEACE, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

+Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray.
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our

neighbors, today and always.
C Amen.



+The Great Thanksgiving S$152, ELW p. 152
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P J1t is indeed right, our duty and our joy,...
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:J
+Sanctus ELW S153, p. 153
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in the name

+Eucharistic Prayer
P You are indeed holy,...

of the Lord.
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Ho - san-na

in the
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high - est.

Option I, ELW pp. 108-109

...we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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C Christ has died. Christis ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.
P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,...
...be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
0y . , .
A — i — i 7 - J ]
6y " @ I | | [#) I (8] | | = a (8]
ALY [#) = I I I I I b
J 7 ! !
C A - men, a - men, a - men.
+Lord’s Prayer Padrenuestro

Please feel welcome to pray in the language of your preference.

P We pray together the prayer Our Lord taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro que estas en los cielos,

santificado sea tu nombre;
venga a nos tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad, asi en la
tierra como en el cielo;

el pan nuestro de cada dia, danoslo hoy;
y perdonanos nuestras deudas
asi como nosotros perdonamos a

nuestros deudores;

y no nos dejes caer en la

tentacion;

mas libranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,

el poder y la gloria

por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.
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Communion
p Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. You will come forward, starting at the front pews of the church
and progressing to the back, via the side aisles to kneel at the communion rail. Y ou will receive a
wafer followed by a small cup of red wine or white grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available.
Please make the pastor aware if this is your preference.

Those who wish fo receive communion but cannot come to the table will be commmuned in their seats;
Please raise your hand when commmunion is brought out into the pesws.

Lamb of God ELW S 154, p. 154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



Communion Hymns

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834
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1 Im - mor-tal, in - wvis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry; thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor  want-ing, nor  wast-ing, thou rul - est in might;
in all life thou liv - est, the true life  of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might - vy, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are foun-tains  of good - ness and  love.
and with - er and per - ish,  but naught chang-eth thee.
'tis on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth  thee!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional



You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

ELW 484
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You sat-is -fy the hun-gry heart with gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, the bread of life to cat.
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I As when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;

2 With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - i - tude

3 Is not the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?

4 The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:

5 You giveyour-self to us, O Lord; then self-less let us be,
Refrain
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so  when you call your fam-’ly, Lord, we  fol - low and re - joice.
that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav’'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in  the Lord?
whom all the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to serve each oth - er in your name in truth and char - 1 - ty.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997
Music: BICENTENNIAL, Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996
Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

+Post Communion Blessing and Prayer

P

you in his grace.

C Amen.

16

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep



Let us pray

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there
is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seck to be
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

(Prayer attributed to St. Francis, ELW, p. 87)

C Amen.
Announcements
SENDING
+Blessing
P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the

O7 O

interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace I bless you now and forever.
Amen.



+Sending Hymn

All Creatures, Worship God Most High! ELW 835
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I All crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain  you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth - er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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grain:  Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ial Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:

clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Al-le - Iu - ia  al-le -
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare: ’
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a!

5 And you, most gentle sister death, 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
waiting to hush our final breath: and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
fair is the night that leads us home. and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



+Dismissal
A Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Of Note:

Visitors, welcome! We are so glad to have you with us today! The
Welcome packet in the pew is for you. It has information about our faith community
and the many ways we support our local community. Feel free to take it home and
come back to worship with us again. For more information, call the church office at
303-366-9702 ot email admin(@stmarksaurora.org.

Weekly Enews If you are not already receiving our Weekly Enews email sent out
via MailChimp on Thursdays, please provide your email address to the church and we
will add you to our mailing list.

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copytight © 2026 Augsbutg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

All hymns reprinted under One License’s annual license number A-727594 for Aug 24, 2025—-Aug 23, 2026.
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Assisting with Worship:

Pastor Rev. Michael Mortvedt

Vicar Laura Garcia Villalpando

Music Leader Stephen Geisler

Assisting Minister Mary Stephenson

Lector Mary Stephenson

Acolyte Patrick Stephenson & Anne Barger
Communion Assistants _ & _

Usher -

Cameras

If you are willing to help with worship at future services, please visit
bit.ly/2026-100_SMLC-Wortship
to sign up for available roles in October

or contact the church office for assistance in signing up. Thank you!
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ELCA  Called by the Holy Spirit. Equipped to serve. Sent to love all!

Important Information About $t. Mark’s
Sunday Worship — 10:00 a.m.

Oftice: 303-366-9702 Oftice Hours: 12:00—4:00 p.m. M=Th
Website: www.stmarksaurora.org E-mail: admin@stmarksaurora.org
Interim Pastor: Michael Mortvedt E-mail: pastor@stmarksaurora.org

For pastoral emergencies call: 720-591-3112
TEEM Vicar: Laura Garcia Villalpando E-mail: vicar@stmarksaurora.org

For pastoral emergencies call: 720-394-7598
OHANA Youth Group Directors: E-mail: OHANA-Youth@stmarksaurora.org

Roberto Tello Molina & Laura Garcia Villalpando

St. Mark’s Land Acknowledgement
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Arapahoe, Lipan Apache, Ute,
Cheyenne, and Dakota peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemotial.
We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.
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